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Message

I am happy to learn that the National Plan for Disaster Management 2010-2015 has been prepared aiming
at reducing vulnerability of the poor to natural, environmental and human-induced disaster to a
manageable and acceptable level.

The plan has been developed in line with the government mission taking into consideration the Hyogo
Framework for Action 2005-2015 and adopting the SAARC Framework on disaster management.

Bangladesh, a highly disaster-prone country, suffers a lot almost every year from various natural disasters.
It is the responsibility of the state and government to protect people through managing disasters in a
holistic manner engaging the entire government machinery.

The government is very sincere in mitigating the sufferings of the people reducing losses due to any
disaster.

| urge the Disaster Management Bureau and Disaster Management and Relief Division to facilitate all
types of support for proper implementation of the plan.

I hope that implementation of the National Plan for Disaster Management 2010-2015 will reduce people's
misery and ensure their wellbeing.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

Jx MV TS 3;4\{'\/
Sheikh Hasina
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FOREWORD

The National Plan for Disaster Management 2010-2015 is an outcome of the national and
international commitments of the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) and the Disaster Management and
Relief Division (DM&RD) for addressing the disaster risks comprehensively. The plan has been developed
on the basis of the GoB Vision and MoFDM mission to reduce the vulnerability of the poor to the effects
of natural, environmental and human induced hazards to a manageable and acceptable humanitarian
level by (a) bringing a paradigm shift in disaster management from conventional response and relief
practice to a more comprehensive risk reduction culture and (b) Strengthening the capacity of the
Bangladesh disaster management system in improving the response and recovery management at all
levels.

Bangladesh has taken a holistic approach towards disaster management, where emphasis has
been given to working together with all stakeholders to build strategic, scientific and implementation
partnerships with all relevant government departments and agencies, other key non-government players
including NGOs, academic and technical institutions, the private sector and donors. The role of
Government is mainly to ensure that risk reduction and comprehensive disaster management is a focus of
national policy and programmes.

The National Plan for Disaster Management is indicative to what the relevant regional and
sectoral plans would consider to address the key issues like risk reduction, capacity building, climate
change adaptation, livelihood security, gender mainstreaming, community empowerment and response
and recovery management. The plan also will act as basic guideline for all relevant agencies in
strengthening better working relations and enhancing mutual cooperation.

The plan reflects the country’s initiatives since the creation of the Disaster Management Bureau
in 1993 in line with the paradigm shift in disaster management from conventional response and relief to a
more comprehensive risk reduction culture having the development linkages. Inclusion of Policy Matrix on
Comprehensive Disaster Management towards poverty reduction and growth in Poverty Reduction
Strategy (PRS) is an indicator of mainstreaming risk reduction and consideration of disaster-development
linkages.

The Government of Bangladesh is committed to the implementation of its global and national
commitment for establishing risk reduction framework. Execution of Standing Orders on Disaster, drafting
of the Disaster Management Act, developing of the National Disaster Management Policy, launching of
the MoFDM Corporate Plan, developing the Bangladesh Disaster Management Model, establishing the
Disaster Management Information Centre (DMIC) and developing the National Plan for Disaster
Management are the major milestones in the long run of our achievements.

The strategic goals of the Plan are drawn from the SAARC Disaster Management Framework.
These goals are well linked to the international and national drivers, so that the plan can articulate the
long-term strategic focus of disaster management in Bangladesh. We hope that the plan will contribute
towards the formulation of a road map for the development of strategic and operational plan by various
entities.

I would like to congratulate the DM&RD and DMB officials and CDMP professionals for
developing this National Plan for Disaster Management, which will contribute to achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and sustainable development of the country.

L%\ ,;'\'Kas( [‘zo
Dr. Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, MP
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Preface

The National Plan for Disaster Management for 2010-2015 is a long desired document based on the global
and regional commitment of the Government of Bangladesh and its vision on disaster management. The
plan reflects the basic principles of the SAARC Framework on Disaster Management.

We all are aware of the specific programmes of Disaster Management Bureau to minimize the disaster
risk at the community level and country as well. The DMB, with the proper guideline of the Ministry of
Food & Disaster Management, already introduced the Standing Orders on Disaster in 1997, which is now
active as a main instrument of comprehensive Disaster Management of the country. The Bureau is now
also engaged in a process to develop the National Disaster Management Act, improvement of the cyclone
signaling system, revision of Standing Orders on Disaster, procuring modern and sophisticated search and
rescue equipment, needs and damage assessment report on Flood 2007 and Cyclone SIDR 2007 and other
related workshops as well as its proper implementation to face the challenges of the disaster. It is a
matter of great pride that before the introduction of the Hyogo Framework for Action, Millennium
Development Goals and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Bangladesh has
introduced its own comprehensive Disaster Management Programme for mainstreaming disaster
management in development plans and programmes. The CPP activities and disaster management
programme activities are acclaimed by the world community and is perceived to be a pioneer one. It
indicates the commitment of the Government to introduce an all hazards, all risks mitigation approach
under a well established institutional framework.

The key focus of the National Plan for Disaster Management is to establish institutional accountability in
preparing and implementing disaster management plans at different levels of the country. Development
Plans incorporating Disaster Risk Reduction and Hazard Specific Multi-Sectoral Plans have made this plan
an exclusive tool for reducing risk and achieving sustainable development.

Traditionally we are used to managing the natural hazards, but the need for addressing emerging issues
like climate change adaptation, drought, desertification and human induced hazards in national policies
and plans was urgently required. For the first time, a national document on disaster management has
included both natural and human induced hazards in its action plan, involving government and non-
government organizations, and the private sector in a comprehensive way.

The plan has been prepared in a participatory way, having several consultations with stakeholders and
established a road map of effective partnership with the organizations working at local, national and
regional levels. It is expected that this plan will contribute towards developing and strengthening regional
and national networks.

I would like to acknowledge the guidance and suggestions from the Secretary of the Disaster
Management and Relief Division in improving this national plan. We are also grateful to the Honourable
Members of the Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee for their views and
recommendations.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to my colleagues in Disaster Management and Relief Division
(DM&RD), DMB and CDMP who have contribute towards developing the plan. | particularly offer special
thanks to officials of Disaster Management Bureau (DMB), in particular Mr. AHM Abdullah, director and
Mr. Probir Kumar Das, programmer of DMB and Dr. Aslam Alam, Dr. Shantana Rani Halder and Mr. Abu
Mostafa Kamal Uddin of CDMP for their special efforts in preparing the planl also extend my thanks to our
development partners, including the NGOs, for their cordial support in enriching this document.

Ytk -

Ahsan Zakir
Director General
Disaster Management Bureau
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